                                Dufftown  Highland  Games  2006.

The games day dawned fine and clear and the sun helped bring a large and appreciative crowd to the beautiful, terraced arena.

72 professional athletes competed in the Ben Rinness 5 Tops Hill Race.  

The best of Scotland’s own heavy athletes took part in the young and open events and the audience was not disappointed by their performances.

The track and field events continued to attract an increasing number of competitors and when the children’s events were announced the marshals were once again almost overwhelmed as the children gathered to take part, the compere remarking that he had never seen anything like it, they must be breeding them in Dufftown!

The overseas visitors’ race had entrants from many parts of the world.  This event, invented in Dufftown, was as usual mightily cheered on by the visitors supporting their own particular country.

4 teams held the audience spellbound in Tug o’ War and 147 Highland Dancers were an absolute delight as they flitted like butterflies throughout the day on the large dance board.

All the majesty and splendour of Scotland was complete as the massed bands entered the arena led by the chieftain to give stirring performances throughout the afternoon.

All events take place within the arena at Dufftown and the placing of numerous attractive side-stalls around the field helped create that homely atmosphere so important to locals, visitors and exiles alike.

During the early evening the massed bands beat the retreat near The Square and attracted the biggest ever crowd of spectators.  

Several dances, ceilidhs and impromptu parties ended a glorious day in Dufftown although when they eventually all stopped is difficult to say.

The games, in 2007, will take place, weather permitting, on 28th July.

