Dufftown Highland Games 2007.

This year, in common with many areas of Britain, the games experienced the worst weather for many years and, in order not to disappoint the many visitors and locals alike, emergency measures were put into operation.

The forecasts had proved reasonably accurate and promised a dry start to the day with intermittent rain and drizzle until early afternoon, therefore the Highland Dancing went indoors, no vehicle was allowed on the field, all equipment being carried to prevent cutting up the surface.  Trade stands were restricted to hard-standings and the overflow set up on the roadway beyond the gate.

Areas deemed to be too soggy were roped off and marked.

Although the arena was very soft and wet all events went ahead with the exception of some of the children’s races on grounds of safety.

The Qualifying Heavy Athletes started promptly at 11am and the Ben Rinnes Five Tops Hill Race, one of the most gruelling in the country, started at 12 noon, the first runner back being just some 8 mins. outwith the record.

The Chieftain, Robin MacLennan, arrived with the seven massed pipe bands at 1 pm and opened the games which were then in full swing.

The periodic wet weather stopped shortly after 3 pm.  The massed bands doffed their capes adding splendid colour to what could have been a drab scene and a surprisingly large crowd waited to the end to see the four team Tug O’ War and the final of the Heavyweight Competitions.

Two records were broken despite conditions, these being the Long Jump and the 200 Metres by Andrew McDonald.

During the evening a huge crowd gathered to watch the massed bands beat the retreat near The Square and the evening ended with a dance in the Commercial Hotel and a very well attended ceilidh in the Royal British Legion, all watering holes being reported as being very busy.

It could be said that it was because of a good deal of foresight and a very hard working group of workers that the games went ahead.  

Dufftown Highland Games has never cancelled, in living memory at least.
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For all results see the special results page.

Colourful even in one of the few slack moments centre of arena in 2007

